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1	Overall description
ETSI ISG MEC would like to thank 3GPP SA6 for the LS and consideration for the alignment work. Indeed, as already expressed in past exchanges, the ISG welcomes a collaboration with 3GPP aiming at an alignment between MEC Phase 3 and 3GPP Rel.18 specifications, that would be beneficial for the edge ecosystem as we create consistent standards and avoid duplication of work. This mean that a common approach should be taken, by respecting the autonomous nature of the two standard bodies, but by looking at the joint opportunity to align the standardization work in this convenient time frame (Phase 3 and Rel.18).

On the 4 specific guiding principles proposed by 3GPP:
1. ETSI ISG MEC acknowledges that the scope of 3GPP alignment efforts between EDGEAPP and ETSI MEC are to be limited to architecture enhancements that apply only to EDGEAPP. Dually to 3GPP, ETSI ISG MEC is happy to liaise with SA6 for architecture recommendation (if any).
2. The ISG acknowledges that the architecture enhancements to support alignment shall ensure backwards compatibility with the existing EDGEAPP architecture. As said, we believe that a reasonable target for the joint alignment is related to Release 18 and MEC Phase 3 specifications (and the intent of the alignment is to not impact on previous specifications, i.e. pre-Phase 3 MEC work). ETSI ISG MEC is happy to liaise with SA6 on this aspect if necessary.
3. The ISG agrees that the scope of the alignment shall only focus on the overlapping aspects between the EDGEAPP and ETSI MEC architectures. In particular, the ISG agrees on the 4 alignment aspects suggested by 3GPP, which are analysed in detail in the attached PPT presentation:
a. alignment of EAS profile (EDGEAPP) and AppInfo (ETSI MEC),
b. alignment of EDGE-3/Mp1 reference points
c. alignment of EDGE-9/Mp3 reference points
d. usage of CAPIF between the two architectures
The ISG also agrees that the term alignment does not imply that the reference points will be exactly equivalent.
4. The ISG acknowledges that architecture enhancements shall ensure that EDGEAPP architecture can remain as a standalone or a complete system i.e. EDGEAPP can be deployed independent of the ETSI MEC architecture. Likewise, ETSI MEC architecture can be deployed independently of the EDGEAPP architect. However, the ISG believes that alignment should facilitate a range of deployment options that are able to leverage combinations of the complimentary parts of each independent architecture (for a better context, please refer to the Annex B of the 23.700-98).

2	Actions
To 3GPP SA6
ACTION:	ETSI ISG MEC welcomes continued collaboration with 3GPP SA6 (aiming at alignment between Phase 3 and Rel. 18) to create consistent standards and avoid duplication of work. ETSI ISG MEC kindly asks 3GPP SA6 to consider both the ISG’s feedback on the guiding principles proposed by SA6 and the attached PPT presentation for more details on the suggested topics for alignment.

3	Dates of next ISG MEC meetings
Date of next meetings of the originator:
MEC-31	September 19-22, 2022 (Tel Aviv, Israel)
MEC 32	November 29 – December 2, 2022
and Calls every Wednesday at noon UTC
	1/2
